
Year a, Proper 21 (rcl) 
Matthew 21:23-32 (nrsv)

Vvv¦cccccccvbbhcbbbfchccxgcvhch.cvbbbbbbbbbb[vvbbhvvbbbhvvbhcbbbhcxhcvbbbf,cvbbb}cvvbvhvvhchcxhcvbfcch.cvvbbbbbbbb}bvö
= The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Je-sus Christ  according to Mat-thew.  + Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Vvvbbhcvbbhcbfc xhcvvbgcvvgcv xgcvbbh.vbbbbbbb[v¦ccccccccccccccccccccccccccbö
 When Je-sus en-tered the tem-ple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he  

Vc¦cccccccvvbbbbbb[vvgccbgcvbbbgcvgvvbbbbbgvbbbgvvvbbgcbbbgcvgcfcvvbgcbbbbbxbGY,.cvvbbbbbb[vbbvbbbgcvbbbbbbgcvbbgcvbbgcvbgvbbbbbbbbbõ
 was teaching, and said, “By what au-thor-i-ty are you do-ing these things, and who gave you this 

Vvgcvfcbbgvv xbGY,.c[c¦cccccccvb[bbvbbbhcfc xhcgcbgcvbbgcvbbgcvbbbbbbbxgch.cvbb]vvhcfcv xhcbbbbgcbbbgcbbbxgcvbbbbbbö
  au-thor-i-ty?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will al-so ask you one ques-tion;  if you tell me the an-

Vvh.c[v¦ccccccccccccccccccccbbbxhcvbbbbf,cvbbvvbbb]cb¦cccccccccccvbvbbö
 swer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John 

Vv¦cccccccbbbb[vbgcvbgcgvvgvvbbbbbgcvbbgcbfvvbgvvbbxbGY,.cvb]vvbbbhcvbbbfcv xhcvvgcvvbbbgcvvgcgc xgchc[vvbbhvvbbbhvbvö
  come from heaven, or was it of hu-man or-i-gin?” And they ar-gued with one an-o-ther, “If we 

Vv¦cccccccvbbbbbbb[vb¦ccccccbbbb[cvbbbgcvvbgcvbbgcvbbgcvbbgvvbbbbbfcvgcv xbGY,.cvbbbbbb]vvbbv¦cccccccbbbö
   say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not be-lieve him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of 

Vv¦cccccvbbbbbb[vb¦ccccccchc xf,ccbbb]v¦cccccccccc xhcvf,cc]cbbbvhcvhcvhccbbbö
   human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a pro-phet.” 27 So they an-

Vvvvhcchch.c[vvhcv xhcfcf,ccvvbb]vv¦cccccccc[vbbbbbb¦cccccccccccccccvvbbbbö
 swered Je-sus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authori-



Vv¦ccccccvvhcbf,ccbbbb]ccvvbbbgcvbbbbfcbgc xbGY,.ccbb]vhcbbbbhcvbbbhcvv xhcf,cvbbbb]vvfcvbbhcbbgcbbgcvbbxgcvvbbbbö
   ty I am doing these things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first  

Vvbbbhch.cbbbbbb[vv¦cccccccccccccchc xf,cvbbb]vcbbbbhchcch.cvb[vvhchc xf,c]vvbbb¦cccccbö
  and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard to-day.’ 29 He an-swered, ‘I will not’; but later he 

Vv¦cccccccvbbbhcvbbbbxf,cvbbb]cbbb¦ccccccvvvbhvvbbbbfcvbxhcvbgcvbbgcbvvgcbbbbbgc xh.cvvb[bbvbbbhcbbbhcbhccbö
   changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the sec-ond and said the same; and he an-

Vch.cbbbbb[vhc xhcf,c[vbbbhchchc xbhcbbbbbf,c]ccvgcvbbbgcgcvgcvvgcbbbgcvvgcgcbfvvbgvvbbxbGY,.ccbb]cbhcbbhcvb[bbö
 swered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his fa-ther?” They said, 

Vchch.cbvbbbbbbb]vvb¦ccccccvvbbb[cv xhcbgvvgvv xgchc[bv¦cccccccccccccccccccvbbö
 “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Tru-ly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 

Vv¦ccccccccccccbbbvvhc xf,cbb]cbb¦ccccccccccccvvhcvfcvbbxhcvvgccgccõ
 into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righ-teous-ness 

Vvbbbgcvbbbbgcvbbgcv xgchcvbbhcvh.cbbb[bbbb¦ccccccccccccccccccc xhccf,cvbb]vvhchchvbbö
  and you did not be-lieve him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes be-lieved him; and ev-en 

VvhchchcbbxFYcvbbbh.c[vbbbbgcvbbgcvbbgccgccvbbbbgccbbbgccgcgc xbGYcvvbh.vc]]cö
  af-ter you saw it,   you did not change your minds and be-lieve him.

Vcvbbhcvvbhcvbhcbhcbbhcbbbf,cvvb}cchcvbbbbbhcv xhcvvfcvvvh.ccvb}
  = The Gos-pel of  the  Lord.     + Praise to  you, Lord Christ.
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